August 1 1 , 1993 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

Frederick MD 21702 

Dear Harold, 

Thank you for your letter of August 4. It is always intriguing to learn what new rumor 
mongering is taking place within the J FK assassination research community. Over the years I 
have studiously tried to avoid this type ofpersonal infighting but it seems impossible to do so 
once your name gains any prominence within this community. 

First, let me get a few things straight between you and I : ( 1 ) I have NEVER stated nor 
even intimated that you are a government disinformation agent because (2.) 1 do not, nor have I 
ever, believed that you are such. (3 .) 1 have always, and still do, considered you to be one of the 
most diligent and credible of the assassination researchers and have always held your work in 
the highest regard. You may recall our only personal meeting some years ago in the home of Jim 
Teague. 

In late April I was contacted by George Evica regarding the Third Decade research 
conference. He asked if I would submit a paper regarding institutional suspects in the case (the 
CIA, FBI, SSetal) as "false sponsors". I replied with a short, two page synopsis of my thoughts 
on the subject. Nowhere in this letter was there any mention of government disinformation 
agents and certainly no mention of your name. This has been my only contact with Evica si nee 
the ASK conference in Dallas last year. On that occasion 1 have no recollection of talking about 
you or anyone else as disinformation agents. I hope this settles this matter. 

As to Harry Livingstone: I was not even aware that he and Robert Groden had published 
High Treason unti 1 a chance meeting with Groden in Gary Shaw's home on March 23,1989.1 
am certain of this because I bought a copy from Groden and he inscribed it along with the date. 

Some months later Livingstone contacted me by telephone and complained to me about 
Groden taking credit for their book while Livingstone claimed that he wrote the bulk of it and 
published it through his own printing company. I gave him a sympathetic listen and told him 
that since I had known Groden for several years, I just assumed that it was largely Groden's 
book. After hanging up I vowed to myself not to get in the middle of what obviously was the 
beginning of some very bad blood between Livingstone and Groden. 

Shortly after the JFK Film was released, I received a letter from Oliver Stone. It was from 
one of Livingstone’s associates in Cambridge and charged that I had plagiarized High Treason 
in my book. I was irked that they didn't have the decency to accuse me to my face, but I sent a 
very polite but pointed letter refuting these charges. Most of the examples they cited of my 
plagiarism were simply my quoting from the same newspaper or magazine articles, which 
indicates that Livingstone has no understandingof copyright. Anyway, I thought that would be 
the end of it. 

But then Livingstone developed the idea that Groden somehow worked with me to 
"steal" portions of High Treason , which is ludicrous in that I was not even aware of their work 
until after it was published, as I mentioned above. Livingstone continued to badger me by 






telephone and on one occasion left a nasty message on my answering machine threatening to sue 
me and ended with yelling "Fuck you! " My adolescent daughters were quite shocked when they 
arrived home and cleared the answering machine. Since this was on my answering machine and 
since 1 knewthat there was absolutely no basis for Livingstone’s allegations, I did not keep a 
record of this call. But my entire family heard his profanity. Since that time 1 have tried to stay 
as far away from Livingstone as possible. But despite my replies, both written and verbal, I 
understand that he is still spreading the same malicious lies about me. 

Livingstone is free to believe any fairy tale he wishes, but I assure you that if he writes 
untruths about me in his forthcoming book, I will not allow it to go unchallenged. 

One final thought while I am clearing the air with you: I sincerely think you were used to 
great ill effect for the research community by making the statements you did prior to the release 
of the film JFK . As one who was working closely with Stone, I saw the script change drastically 
and continually throughout the process ofmaking that motion picture. What finally was released 
in the theaters bore little resemblance to what was in the original first few scripts. This was 
largely due to the fact that Stone and his research people carefully checked each and every 
statement of fact. I even learned that actress Sisssy Spacek went so far as to meet with Liz 
Garrison to confirm the situations and feelings in the Garrison household during the time of the 
trial. 

While I acknowledge your right to voice your own opinions about the film, good, bad or 
indifferent, I believe your comments were premature and were used by people not as well 
meaning as yourself to blunt the effect of the film. And what was that effect? 1 do not believe 
that the movie JFK changed anyone's fundamental beliefs about the Kennedy assassination but 
what it did accomplish was to make a public discussion of the assassination socially acceptable, 
a situation we had not had previously. For this fact alone all of the research community should 
have supported Oliver Stone. After all, it was just a film. There were parts of it I disagreed with, 
but as it was only offered as entertainment (informed as it may have been) I saw no reason to 
play into the hands of those who were saying it was all just fantasy. While I am not certain that 
the actual plot unfolded as Stone presents, nevertheless Ferrie, Shaw, Banister et al were not 
fantasy. They existed and the information concerning their existence as well as other issues of 
the assassination deserve to be brought to the attention of the public. 

I truly support the right of everyone to their own beliefs, but in this case, with so much 
power obviously trying to split up the research community, I feel we should all resist the urge to 
aid this effort by backbiting, undue criticism and personal attacks. I appreciate your letter which 
obviously is meant to gain credible information and avoid such activities. 



Best regards, 




P.O.Box 189 
Springtown TX 76082 



